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Education:
Powering
Through
a Pandemic
by Ms Lois

O

		
ur world has always been continually
		 developing and many of it has been
		 for the better. However, there are
areas where it is constantly out of our control
such as, weather, natural disasters, and
today, a global pandemic, regardless of the
developments we have enjoyed through the A close look at the developments shows that
education systems today have shown great
last century.
leaps of changes in their effort to treat every
The situation at hand has instituted broad student as an individual, as one with distinct
changes across all sectors of society. At the strengths, weaknesses and preferences. This
turn of the century, it was very clear that is heavily manifested in the area of Special
technology would continue its expansion Education and this does not necessarily stay
into every area of our lives, even areas in that area alone, as we have recognised
we previously thought could never be and to some degree practiced the theory
technologically driven.
of multiple intelligences in regular schools
that are serving students with no special
Nowadays, we have artificial intelligence (AI) accommodation.
in our kitchens, helping us to make lunch
or in some cases, plan our diets. We have Technologically driven changes have
technology imbedded in our daily exercise made our classrooms more open to inputs
machines, watches that track our body from online sources, something deemed
movements for health monitoring, and even impossible 50 years ago, with positive
refrigerators that enable us to send tweets and negative impacts. Our students are
in real time. Given these developments, now coming to school equipped with their
where are we in terms of educating the next devices, are technologically inclined, and are
generation?
more connected globally, in contrast to how
students were 40 years ago.
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The pandemic has pushed
this even further by physically
disconnecting everyone; leaving
us with a view of how things can
possibly work out in the future,
pointing us to questions such as,
how will the future look like? How
are we to prepare our children for
the very different landscape of the
future?

acquiring skills are present in every adult’s
thought. Does learning really happen? This
mindset is primarily due to our own picture
and experience of school that still rules our
minds, regardless of its impact on us.

With today’s restrictions, it has forced us to
adopt to a very different terrain in teaching
and learning. The need for learning to happen
is still at its all-time high. However, the way
to fulfil this need has changed. In doing so, we
can reimagine learning arrangements and
other structured practices to one that will
better prepare our students for a different
tomorrow. One such area is the time division
We then look to schools, administrators, and structure.
policy-making bodies to see if we are doing
something for the future. Oftentimes, they While timetables have been proven helpful
are the very people to apply the changes in making things organised and predictable,
and see the effects first hand. We now have it can sometimes be so closed up and filled
is a mix of the “traditional “grammar of that there is no opening for any new concept
schooling”, standardised structures and and idea to be accommodated. This is where
rules that organise the work of instruction” schools, usually, fall into the practice of
(Tyack & Tobin, 1994) and some application just delivering the syllabus and prevents
them from exploring means where learning
of more recent theories.
can have a better impact in the lives of the
students.
The adherence to the “traditional

Rethinking how
we teach and learn

grammar
of
schooling”
may
understandably be strong and should
not be changed just as basic grammar
of Bahasa Indonesia cannot be changed.
If we are to push for its change, what we
will have is no longer Bahasa Indonesia.
The strict structures and practices
of
schooling
persisted
through
generations. It is so well established
in our educational institutions that, in
the minds of parents and educators
alike, a departure from this means that
education does not happen.

Next page ...

Today, when our students are learning
online, questions on learning and
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Teachers agree that deeper learning
transpires when students connect the
concepts they are studying to a wider
meaning in their lives and this happens, more
often than not, during an output-producing
activity where the project is problem-based,
authentic and, exhaustive in its search for
answers. These activities can possibly last
longer than one semester but scores have
to be taken at the end of the semester.
School administrators can also agree that
meaningful learning may need longer than

is regarded as “fun” because of the concrete
presentation of the same abstract and
concept-based topics. Our sciences work
together and yet, in the classrooms, these
40 or 45 minutes and class sessions have are divided and presented as self-contained
to end to make way for another subject subjects. Economics, Maths and Social
or class.
sciences are undeniably intertwined.
Schools then need to rethink how According to the theory of multiple
the timetable and other time division intelligences (Gardner, 1983), each individual

structures can best support the learning
process. This leaves us with the thought that
replicating school’s timetable scheduling in possesses all types of intelligence in varying
online learning may not serve our students’ degrees of extent likening it to strengths and
needs best.
weaknesses. It is widely understood that
people, even those with the same age, have
Another schooling structure is “splintering different abilities and capabilities. However,
knowledge into subjects” (Zhao, 2020) when schools continue to be limited by the
these subjects work together in real life. practice of grouping students by ages, where
One such example is the firm connection those demonstrating different abilities are
between the subjects Maths and Physics forcefully grouped together in the same
where, Maths, when considered as a stand- level, based on their ages. This is largely
alone subject, is perceived as “difficult” due to the mindset of schooling where there
due to the very abstract presentation of its should be a supervising adult, who is the
concept-based topics, whereas, Physics, distributor of information and that, in the
when considered as a stand-alone subject, absence of the teacher, learning does not
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happen. Contrary to this is the fact that there
is enough evidence of students benefitting
from social learning such as, peer mentoring
and collaborative learning and these may be
done in online learning.

What do students need to
know and be able to do and
how can those skills and
competencies BE ASSESSED
IN A POST-COVID WORLD?

job-hunting process, credentials that would
be telling of the bearer’s capabilities,
preferences, and general identity. Our
credentialing system, even today, is
numerically dominated and it does not
present the person as a whole (Milligan,
2020).
In our educational systems, credentialing
is directly related to assessments and
measurements where students learnt skills
and content knowledge are measured by
testing. If schools intend to send a holistic set
of credentials with the students as they move
up to the next level of educational progress

Several decades ago, the idea of Work-FromHome was inconceivable as every working or graduate, it is crucial to rethink how
individual was expected to be physically we assess our students by identifying
present in their workplace, at an agreed time the areas to test where the necessary
information is presented.

frame, similar to school scheduling. While
in some professions this is non-negotiable,
some have already been practicing this even
before the onset of the pandemic, such as the
IT industry, and now, due to the restrictions,
this has been accelerated to cover a wider
number of professions. This very different
picture of the future in contrast to how things
were “in our time” reveals the areas where
changes need to take effect.
The human resource industry has been
asking for a more clarified set of credentials
that students bring with them during the

According to Sandra Milligan (2020), we
need to consider a whole new range of
capabilities and how we are to assess
those capabilities for success. This change
may be too overwhelming, radical, and
revolutionary even, as it trickles down to the
earliest educational experience of a child,
but schools and teachers may effect change
should readjustment be done in the area of
assessments employing measurement tools
that are performance and judgement-based,
where students capabilities and preferences
may be best viewed objectively.

Next page ...
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Evidences: we have more
than enough. Now, what do
we do?

look into existing policies and its efficacy to
the needs of our students, identifying each of
these needs, modifying where to be applied
and constant evaluation should be a standard
Most of us would agree that before a decision practice for any educational institution as the
is to be made, ample searching has to be implementation progresses.
done and in doing so, we collect evidences
that would point to the best course of action.
In terms of education, it is normal practice
or a standard operating procedure to gather
as much evidence to gain an in-depth view
of a particular issue. And, evidences are
what educators use to provide a sensible
predictor for any matter, be it marks or Schools may choose to give students a time
policies, that might affect any part of the and a space, in their curriculum, so they
educational system.
can apply more self-determination and

These are great ideas but,
how do we actually do this?
What is the role that we can
play?

Evidences for such decisions as
moving the entirety of school

autonomy (Zhao, 2020). This means that the
students should be given more opportunity

operations online have already been at
hand as we have seen how homeschooling,
distance learning, and remote classrooms
work even before the pandemic forced our
schools shut. According to John Hattie (2020),
with all the evidences at our disposal today,
it is but prudent to interpret and implement
these in order to make improvements
necessary to address challenges that might
arise in due course.

to pursue individual interests and hone
the strengths that they already possess,
directing these to a more developed set of
capabilities. For teachers, this means to
give more opportunities for the students to
choose to develop their own interests. It may
work even better if a collection of subjects
may be involved in a particular holistic
Policy-making bodies need to push for the project that the students can do where each
implementation of changes that education involved subject may take score according to
requires. To do this, existing evidences need the students’ output. For schools, this might
to be segregated for quality selection and mean giving more autonomy to teachers to
interpreted in order to come up with balanced exercise independence in designing activities
view of the situation. This may call for a deeper for the students where they are allowed to
05
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collaborate with other subject teachers to
come up with a more holistic approach to
activities.

developing holistic activities, where students
may enjoy an avenue to pursue and develop
their strengths evidences for evaluation and
thus guiding the progression of the school
This holistic activity or project can then be as an institution committed to deliver a wellconnected to the different capabilities that studied response to the needs of its students.
students need to bring with them as they
move up. Assessment results can then be The role that parents play in this scenario
used to present a better view of the students’ is also vital in pursuing our collective goals.
capabilities given a change in the approach Students need their parents’ support,
to activities and these changes.
after all. This may be done by allowing our
children to identify their strengths and
Bukit Sion, as one progressive thinking supporting them in their pursuit of honing
institution, endeavours for these changes to these as well as, allowing them some time
happen and so, we can see that as the school to engage in social interactions with their
moved its operation online it also addressed family members as well as their peers. It is
issues such as differences in studying of utmost importance that we recognise the
patterns for students. When this change significance of play in our
happened, flipped classroom was introduced child’s physical, mental,
and social development.

We only need to look back to our experiences
on how play has developed our own problemto enable teachers to work closely with solving skills as well as a host of other selfstudents during activity time, thus rethinking help skills.
the use of the time division arrangement.
Choices were made available for students in Today and in this situation, is a moment for
higher level to pursue their interests with the pragmatism and quick action, but it is also
introduction of a longer writing assignment, time when more than ever we cannot abandon
where students choose their topic of interest, proven practices. Nor can we implement
work with a teacher for mentoring, and new policies without vetted interpretation
eventually develop their writing and problem- of quality evidences and choices must be
solving skills. The school has always been based on a realistic vision of education for
very supportive of teacher collaboration in the future.
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I

Fellowship with
the True God

		
n explaining the relation between the
		 Creator and creatures, scholars and
		
theologians commonly use two classic
terms – transcendence and immanence.
Transcendence invokes the biblical language
of God’s majesty and holiness. Immanence
refers to God’s nearness, his presence on the
earth, especially with his people. It stresses
his involvement with human affairs. Failing
to maintain the balance between the two
would lead someone to believe in anything
but the God of the Bible. Certainly this is not a
trivial matter at hand, given that Christ is the
only way to the Father. I hope that through
this paper readers would reconsider the God
they have believed in, whether it is the true
God of the Bible or any other gods of their
own making, and live as true Christians.

by Mr Andika

to think that God is so high that we need to
fill in the gap between God and us through
religious practices. This error is found
among the Colossians. The problem that
Paul addressed in his letter to the Colossians
cannot be traced to one false teaching or
heresy. It seems that the Colossians added
everything that they thought to have “an
appearance of wisdom” to their Christian
faith.

Because this is not a direct refusal to the
Christianity, it is more fitting to label it as
syncretism instead of heresy. Syncretism
is an attempt to mix something foreign to
the original. There were several things that
made the Colossians commit syncretism observing the calendar (2:16), worshipping
angels (2:18), and practicing asceticism
(2:23). Not necessarily denying Christianity
The Dangers of Misappropriating the Two
altogether, they mixed these practices to
their faith. All these religious activities were
Some false knowledge of God originates from practiced by the Colossians to close the
losing the balance between the two aspects gap between God and us. Sadly, we are not
– transcendence and immanence of God. immune to such error.
Our fellowship with God, which should be
the reality of every Christian, relates closely For example, we reduce Christianity into a toto our knowledge of him. Thus, to know him do list religion. We think of it merely in terms
truly as revealed in Scripture should be the of duty. Doing morning devotion every day and
aim of every Christian. Before discussing thinking that it will move God to bless us is
the right and biblical way, we will discuss one example. In short, Christianity is reduced
the false ways of Christian living caused by to a “dos and don’ts” religion. However, Paul
misappropriating the transcendence and said, “These have indeed an appearance of
immanence of God.
wisdom in promoting self-made religion and
asceticism and severity to the body, but they
Firstly, emphasizing the transcendence of are of no value in stopping the indulgence of
God without his immanence will lead one the flesh.” (Col 2:23). All of these contribute
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Fellowship with The True GOD
nothing but burden to Christians. We should
remember that to be a Christian is not first
and foremost about duty; it is how we live a
new life in Christ.
Secondly, emphasizing the immanence of
God without his transcendence will lead
one to lose reverence to God. The modern
attempt to make Jesus accessible to all by
presenting him as our good friend needs
some cautions. Indeed, Jesus himself
considers us as his friends or even brothers
and sisters. However, Scripture puts more
emphasis on Christ as our Lord; and this
is pervasive all over the pages of Scripture.
More often than not, this way of presenting
Jesus as friend puts no emphasis on him as
our Lord. Jesus is now reduced to a mere
human. Unsurprisingly, this error causes
someone to love the kind of Jesus who
blesses and saves them, but they refuse
Jesus who asks them to bear the cross and
suffer with him. For example, many come to
church, strutting like a peacock, as though
they have done God a wild favor by showing
up. We should remember that we must come
in lowly humility because God has shown us
undeserved mercy.

cannot be further from the truth. In fact,
Christ came so that Christians would be
freed from religion. Religion is the product of
human effort to seek God. On the other hand,
the gospel of Christianity is the story about
God seeking his people. Understanding this
makes a huge difference on how we should
live in fellowship with the Lord. We do not
obtain salvation because we do good works
or religious duties. Rather, good works that
we perform are the result of the salvation
that the Lord gave to us and His nature that
is now in us. The order is crucial here. All
religions put good works as the cause and
salvation as the effect; for Christianity, it is
the other way around.

The God presented in the Bible is the God
who is both transcendent and immanent.
We should maintain these two sides, lest
we believe in anything but the true God. So,
how should we combine these two attributes
of God? The Lordship of God must not be
compromised. He is the Lord of all, including
our life. We should revere him and live for his
glory alone. However, God, by his love, draws
us near to him. Remember, this is not us
finding the way somehow to approach God.
In Scripture, there are plenty of examples
Living in the Knowledge of God
showing how sinful human beings were found
dead if they tried to come close to God. The
Having laid out false ways of living as a fact that we live in communion with God, as
Christian caused by failing to understand our everyday reality as Christians, proves to
and maintain the balance between God’s us his fatherly love. I believe that now we can
transcendence and immanence, we will now better understand Paul when he urged us to
see how we should live in fellowship with God, “work out your own salvation with fear and
who is both transcendent and immanent in trembling (transcendence), for it is God who
the way he relates to us.
works in you (immanence), both to will and to
work for his good pleasure.” (Phil 2:12-13).
Many, if not all, view Christianity as a religion
similar to all other religions. However, this
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Learning and
Going Further
into the 21st Century

by Mr Dave

W

		 e are all familiar with the proverb:
		
‘Two heads are better than one’. This
		 traditional proverb remains relevant
in this new age. Many experts opine that
collaborative skills are one of the essential
skills students need, to adapt to the rapid
advancements that mark life in the 21st
century. Grounding in the educational theory
of social constructivism, which underscores
the importance of collaborative learning,
many modern schools have implemented
the development of these capabilities in their
curricula. Undoubtedly, in the midst of the
pandemic, many institutions are challenged
by the unsupportive and impossible
circumstances.

Nevertheless, as a Cambridge school, Sekolah
Bukit Sion is committed to overcome the
challenges and to seize all opportunities, as
well as leverage all its resources to optimise
learning. With information at the tip of our
fingers and empowered by the advancement
of technology, teachers in online learning
environments act as mentors and make use
of various features of Learning Management
Systems. This in turn allows our students to
remain engaged in collaborative, meaningful
and hands-on learning, preparing them for
future tasks and goals.
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Collaborative Learning in English
Today’s language learning goes beyond the
mastery of grammar rules and vocabulary.
Rather, students are encouraged to build up
solid skills in communication, collaboration,
problem solving, critical thinking, as well as
to develop soft skills, all in pursuit of excellent
performance. Students are encouraged not
just to create, but also to think critically,
to evaluate another’s work, and to listen
carefully in order to give constructive
feedback. In doing so, they are trained as
respectful leaders who act responsibly and
who take ownership of their learning.

Second, students engage in collaborative
work to promote critical thinking. In alignment
with the guiding proverb mentioned earlier,
when given challenging tasks, students
complement one another and work together
to produce excellent work as the results of
their thinking and teamwork.

Third, soft skills that are increasingly
required in the 21st century are strongly
emphasised. During collaborative work,
students are challenged to develop leadership
capabilities. They learn to be considerate
and to act appropriately in various social
Specifically,
students
are
given settings, demonstrating a strong drive to
ample opportunities to improve their excel in knowledge and character.
communication skills. In most group work
settings, they are trained and encouraged to All this is in line with the motto of Sekolah
listen to the opinions of others and to express Bukit Sion which is ‘Knowledge + Character
their thoughts clearly, creatively, and in a = Excellence’.
structured way.
You may click on the speaker icon

to hear the performance from our students

Calvin - House

Group
Next page ...
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You may click on the speaker icon

to hear the performance from our students

Ivana - The Crescent Moon

Princess Cinta - Unicorn
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You may click on the speaker icon

to hear the performance from our students

Elena Tsao - Tree

Collaboration, Confidence and Creativity

Next page ...
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MATHEMATICS: THEN AND NOW
by Ms Kartika

Divide – multiply – subtract –
bring down the next digit.
more than procedural fluency or computations
proficiency. Learners need to be able to reason
and justify, to construct knowledge and solve
problems independently or with others, and
to adapt flexibly to situations requiring new
ways of thinking. Therefore, mathematics
teachers’ expectations towards their learners
need to go well beyond the ability to memorize
mathematical facts/procedures and perform
basic computations.

Conventionally, learners were introduced to
this formula when they first learned about
long division in primary school. Mathematics
was about memorizing a formula without
questioning the concepts behind it. Mathematics
was about dutifully following the steps to
arrive at a correct answer. Mathematics was
a cycle of memorizing things, counting fast,
and getting right answers. As long as learners
mastered those things, they would be awarded
with good grades.
However, life beyond the four walls of the
classroom needs much more than good grades.
It is full of complex situations which require

Increasingly aware of the 21st century skills
needed for learners to be successful in the
classroom and to thrive in a world where
change is inevitable and learning never stops,
Sekolah Bukit Sion Mathematics Department
strives to promote the development of those
skills in mathematics classes. Classes
start with making sense of ideas – through
pictures, number lines, models – and noticing
patterns as well as building connections
between different facts and concepts. Not only
carrying out the procedures introduced by the
teachers, learners need to understand why the
procedures work and what the results mean.
This way, they would be able to communicate
their understanding, defend their opinion,
and make use of their repertoire of skills and
strategies to solve unfamiliar problems.
Communicating understanding

Building connection between different facts
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Making sense of ideas through daily objects

Bukit Sion Bulletin

Active learning
during home-based learning - Science

Primary

by Mr Edi

At Bukit Sion School we are committed to
provide excellence in education. One of the
keys to excellent education is applying active
learning throughout the learning process.
Active learning is a student-centred approach
which focuses on the “what” as well as on the
“how” of learning. Students are encouraged
to “think hard”, rather than to merely absorb
information in a passive manner from their
teachers.
During the Covid-19 pandemic, education has
changed dramatically with teaching-learning
processes being done remotely on digital
platforms. This brings many challenges in
applying active learning during the homebased learning period. Limited activities and
student engagement have become major
issues, while there is also widespread concern
that despite online learning in place, many
students will return to school having fallen
behind of their expected progress, which they
would have attained had they been in the
physical classroom.
Under these circumstances, we try to design
lessons which help our students experience
and learn actively even from home. We provide
age-appropriate learning materials and
incorporate various learning activities which
stimulate their curiosity. So far, the results
are positive, with students showing increased
engagement and more active involvement in
their learning.
We are grateful for the support and cooperation from our
wonderful students and parents, without whom these efforts
would not be possible. We hope and pray that you and your
families are well and safe during this global pandemic and
continue to remain strong amid the many challenges facing
the school system, community, country and world.
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GROWTH MINDSET
VS
FIXED MINDSET

by Ms Gracia

Narasumber: Dr. Fransisca Febriana Sidjaja, M. Psi., Ph.D., Psikolog

Kisah nyata dari Dr. Fransisca
Febriana Sidjaja, M. Psi., Ph.D.,
Psikolog

dengan Growth Mindset akan mencari jalan
keluar agar mereka bisa mengoptimalkan
dirinya dan tidak menyerah pada keadaan
ataupun kondisi.

		
aat SMU pada tahun 1996, Dr. Fransisca
		
Febriana Sidjaja, M. Psi., Ph.D.,
		
Psikolog memiliki nilai Matematika 4
di rapor. Namun, dua puluh tahun kemudian,
Dr. Fransisca Febriana Sidjaja, M. Psi., Ph.D.,
Psikolog berhasil meraih gelar Ph.D., di
University of Queensland dan mendapatkan
penghargaan tesis terbaik. Bagaimana
hal tersebut dapat terjadi, seorang anak
yang memiliki nilai rendah saat sekolah
namun pada akhirnya berhasil menggapai
impiannya bahkan mendapatkan sebuah
penghargaan? Kuncinya ada di mindset kita.

Ketika dihadapkan dengan sebuah persoalan,
individu dengan Growth Mindset akan
memperbaiki jika melakukan kesalahan,
mencoba lagi, percaya bahwa mereka
mampu, dan berani menghadapi tantangan.
Jika mereka melakukan kesalahan, mereka
memahami bahwa hal tersebut hanya terjadi
saat ini dan tidak akan mempengaruhi masa
depannya.

S

Sedangkan Fixed Mindset adalah pola pikir
yang berlawanan dari Growth Mindset.
Fixed Mindset adalah pola pikir individu
yang meyakini bahwa kecerdasan dan
potensi seseorang bersifat statis dan tidak
bisa dikembangkan. Individu dengan Fixed
Jadi, apa itu Growth Mindset dan Fixed Mindset meyakini bahwa hasil, nilai, atau
Mindset?
prestasi yang berhasil dicapai olehnya “saat
ini” sebagai indikator keberhasilannya.
Growth Mindset adalah pola pikir pada Mereka meyakini dan mendefinisikan bahwa
individu yang meyakini bahwa setiap orang kecerdasan maupun potensi terbatas pada
bisa berkembang menjadi lebih baik, lebih nilai.
pintar, dan lebih ahli dalam suatu hal. Individu
dengan Growth Mindset percaya bahwa Contoh ketika mendapatkan nilai rendah
kapasitas diri baik itu kecerdasan maupun atau gagal, individu dengan Fixed Mindset
potensi dapat berkembang dan bertumbuh. meyakini bahwa mereka tidak memiliki
Mereka menghargai kerja keras, proses, dan kemampuan, tidak bisa berubah, tidak
strategi dalam mengerjakan suatu hal.
berbakat, dan tidak bisa berkembang.
Individu dengan Fixed Mindset terkadang
Contoh ketika individu mendapatkan nilai fokus kepada “saat ini” dan tidak berpikir
rendah atau menemui hambatan, individu jangka panjang.

Growth vs Fixed Mindset
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Setelah itu, diperoleh hasil dari intervensi
yang dilakukan. Kelompok kedua yang
memiliki Growth Mindset menunjukkan
yang
signifikan
dalam
Ketika
dihadapkan
dengan
sebuah peningkatan
persoalan, individu dengan Fixed Mindset perolehan nilai Matematika mereka. Hal ini
akan mudah menyerah jika melakukan menunjukkan bahwa pola pikir yang dimiliki
kesalahan, merasa bahwa diri tidak memiliki oleh seseorang memberikan dampak
kemampuan, dan cenderung menghindari atau pengaruh pada diri individu dalam
sebuah tantangan. Istilah Growth Mindset menggapai keberhasilannya.
dan Fixed Mindset untuk pertama kalinya
diperkenalkan oleh seorang Profesor bidang Tuhan telah memanggil setiap kita seturut
Psikologi di Stanford University bernama dengan kehendakNya dan Tuhan tidak
Carol Susan Dweck. Profesor Carol S. pernah gagal dalam menciptakan segala
Dweck mengadakan sebuah penelitian sesuatu (Ayub 42:2). Sesuai dengan
eksperimental, ia membuat dua kelompok FirmanNya, dalam Yeremia 29:11 “Sebab
Aku ini mengetahui rancangan-rancangan
dari anak-anak Sekolah Dasar kelas 5.
apa yang ada pada-Ku mengenai kamu,
Pertama sebagai kelompok kontrol, anak- demikianlah firman TUHAN, yaitu rancangan
anak dalam kelompok ini tidak mendapatkan damai sejahtera dan bukan rancangan
penjelasan mengenai Growth Mindset. kecelakaan, untuk memberikan kepadamu
Sedangkan kedua, anak-anak dalam hari depan yang penuh harapan”.
kelompok ini diperkenalkan dengan Growth
Tuhan pun telah memberikan kita
Mindset dan mendapatkan pelatihan.
kemampuan untuk memenuhi panggilanNya
Kelompok yang kedua mendapatkan guna menggapai masa depan yang penuh
penjelaskan bahwa otak manusia dapat dengan harapan. Bagian kita sebagai
berkembang atau dioptimalkan. Otak ciptaanNya adalah berdoa, berusaha,
manusia layaknya otot yang semakin dilatih meminta hikmat, dan mempersiapkan diri
maka akan semakin kuat dan berkembang. dengan mengoptimalkan seluruh potensi
Terdapat istilah Neural Networking di mana yang sudah Tuhan berikan pada kita.
jika otak sering mendapatkan stimulasi yang Mari temukanlah panggilan Tuhan dalam
tepat dan efektif maka koneksi akan semakin hidupmu dengan memiliki Growth Mindset.
kuat satu sama lain.

TIPS :
Jika kamu selama ini memiliki Fixed Mindset dan ingin mengubahnya menjadi Growth
Mindset. Yang pertama adalah menyadari bahwa pola pikir ini salah atau keliru. Selanjutnya
adalah melatih diri dengan menggunakan pola pikir yang baru yaitu Growth Mindset. Ketika
menghadapi sebuah kesulitan contoh mendapatkan nilai yang rendah, latihlah diri bahwa
nilai tidak mendefinisikan dirimu, belajar lebih lagi, mencoba lagi, dan tidak menyerah. Yang
terakhir adalah mencari lingkungan pergaulan yang membawa dampak positif bagi dirimu.
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Non-academic Achievement
During the Pandemic

O

		
ne of the primary goals of education
		
is to grow students into persons who
		 possess the skills to handle and
accomplish any tasks given in the future. On
top of that, it should mold them into critical
thinkers, problem solvers, individuals of
good moral character, and those having
the courage to live out their passions and
interests. Education must be a holistic
process, and this cannot be achieved through
academics alone.
Extracurricular or non-academic activities
have always been an excellent avenue for
students to learn things they may never get
to learn from academic subjects. Sports
teaches the value of teamwork, sacrifice,
perseverance, and instills in students a
“coachability” attitude. Music and the arts
provide opportunities for self-expression
and help develop a keen attention to detail.
Involvement in clubs and civic organisations
builds students’ confidence and widens their
perspective on different social issues.

by Mr James Alvaro

the school has always made it a point to
recognise these regardless of whether
the student is representing the school or
competing as a non-school participant. In
keeping with this, we hereby recognise Bukit
Sion student, Darlene Kawilarang (11.2), for
her exceptional non-academic achievements
this school year.
While the pandemic and the restrictions
imposed limited the number of competitions
held, Darlene was not deterred from actively
seeking out and participating in different
musical competitions. She feels strongly that
joining musical competitions is an avenue
for her to do something meaningful, which
is why she joins at least 2 competitions every
year.

It is worth noting that she arranged all her
entry pieces herself. She also participated in
a Christmas event held by the DKI Jakarta
Provincial Government entitled “Christmas
in Jakarta”, where she performed alongside
Soundkestra Group featuring Ms. Veronica
Considering these non-academic pursuits in Tan.
the light of competitions, students are also
given opportunities to socialise and widen
their horizons and influences. The reality
of competitions having winners and losers
also allows students to learn how to handle
and overcome pressure, rejection, and I think this year I wanted to prove myself
disappointment, things they will be handling wrong, in some way. I’ve always been a
a lot of once they engage the professional constant over-thinker and a person with low
world.
self-esteem. Even if others are praising me,
I’ll still listen to my own self-criticism. But
Bukit Sion School, as an institution that I decided that, in this pandemic, I wouldn’t
believes in holistic education, has always surrender to those thoughts and instead give
been supportive of students’ non-academic my best shot at anything I could participate
endeavours, be it in sports or arts, and in. Getting these awards during the pandemic

What drives Darlene to achieve
this level of performance?
In her own words:
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Non-academic
Achievement During
the Pandemic
made me feel prouder of myself than ever
before. My motivation to compete is not to
get first prize, but rather, to make sure I
continually improve in what I do.

She also acknowledged that
joining these competitions
with the pandemic going on was
difficult, saying:

mentors, etc., I pushed myself to try as much
as I could. I’m always grateful whenever I
receive positive comments on my work. It
helps to remind me that people believe in
me, and because of that, I should believe in
myself too.

It is truly inspiring to see students aspire
greatness in their chosen fields regardless of
the adversities all around them. Let us hope
I’m pretty sure my mental health hit a new and pray that as we move on to this “new
low this pandemic. It was so hard to even normal”, Darlene, and many other students
get out of bed. But thanks to the constant of Bukit Sion will continue to achieve even
support from my family, friends, teachers, more in the coming years.
Here are her achievements this year:
Award

Song/Piece

Competition

2nd Place

Journey Throughout Indonesia

Fiestalonia Milenio – World Art Games 2020

1st Place

Journey Throughout Indonesia

Fiestalonia Milenio – Europe 2020

2nd Place

Damai

Indonesia Talent Music Contest

1st Place

The Girl from Ipanema

43rd JGTC Jazz Submission
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Mathematics: Rerouting

Teaching-Learning Trajectories
by Mr Emmanuel

“This pandemic brings the best opportunity to change the way
we teach and present mathematics to our students.”
apparent. Instructional materials need
to be more equitable, flexible, effective,
and efficient in order to ensure continuity
of high-quality learning. Teaching and
learning must continue to develop and
adapt change especially on the onset of
an abrupt switch from a classroom-school
setting to a home-based set up.

The Challenges

Please click to see Videos

C

			 ustomarily, teaching mathematics
			 thrives in face-to-face teaching
			 spaces. This is due to the nature
of the subject matter itself, “it requires
learners to make sense of the abstract
mathematical concepts and phenomenabuilding experiences.” In a physical
classroom, mathematics teachers “unpack
or decompress mathematics knowledge”,
and students observe teachers as they
model “problem posing/solving, inquirybased teaching, using manipulatives, and
collaborative works” (Ball & Bass, 2003).
With the pandemic, the urgency to change
the way mathematics is taught has become

Since March of 2020, classes were
interrupted by the COVID-19 outbreak
forcing nationwide school closures.
Students continue learning from the
comforts of their homes to safeguard
health. With this, teaching and learning
math in the “new normal” has become
overwhelming and challenging for both
teachers and learners.
During the implementation, some key
challenges in the virtual delivery were
identified:
• the sudden shift from instructional
classroom delivery to alternate delivery
mode
• the unreliability of internet connections
and lack of online learning materials /
electronic devices
• teachers’ and students’ lack of digital
skills
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• weak feedback system
• learners’ lack of interactivity
(passiveness) and motivation due to loss
of interaction between teachers and
students, as well as among students.

New Trajectories
In order to mitigate the negative
consequences, teaching and learning
math must take new approaches to ensure
continuity of high-quality education.
Both students and teachers have faced
different obstacles in online/distance
learning due to the existing and identified
limitations related to technological, social
and pedagogical aspects. Two kinds of
challenges tested teachers’ innovativeness,
decision-making, and determination to
deliver high quality education solutions
in a home-based learning environment:
technological and pedagogical challenges.
The following are the new trajectories
taken to address each challenge:
A. Technological Challenges
Reliable network infrastructure
provided
The school provided a faster and more
reliable internet connection for teachers
to have stronger / efficient connectivity
that allows them to conduct undisruptive
online classes and other conferences /
meetings.
Electronic devices supplied
Parents have been very supportive in
providing their children the essential

electronic devices / gadgets for distance
learning.
B. Pedagogical Challenges
E-learning/webinars attended
At the start of the academic year, teachers
underwent intensive training to develop
digital skills and increase familiarisation
in the use of online learning platforms
such as Microsoft Teams, Zoom and
Microsoft OneNote. Likewise, mathrelated
webinars
conducted
by
well-known educational i n s t i t u t i o n s /
organisations were attended.
Diverse modalities
Teachers and students enjoy the
experience of embracing the ICT domain.
The use of MS Whiteboard, MS OneNote,
MS Sway, MS PowerPoint, Zoom,
Nearpod,
Kahoot,
Quizizz.com,
engaging educational games and relevant
YouTube videos are but a few of the diverse
modalities and apps utilised to
supplement instructions in online math
classes.
Active learning employed
Flipped Classroom, an instructional
strategy and a type of blended learning
aimed to increase student learning
engagement, is used to encourage
critical thinking and learner autonomy. It
works by letting students complete
assigned readings, view pre-given videos,
or study worked examples at home, prior
to face-to-face time with teachers, which
Next page ...

22
March 2021

Secondary

then are mainly devoted to extensive
discussions, interactive activities, or live
problem-solving.
Another active-learning strategy that
promotes social interaction is by using
the Zoom Breakout Rooms, in which
students are assigned to specific “virtual
rooms”, allowing them to collaborate and
discuss conscientiously, in small groups,
the activity or problem assigned.

Feedback mechanism established
Effective feedback, both positive and
negative, is very helpful in enhancing
student achievement. It gives students
the valuable information / assessment/
guidance to formulate better decisions
to improve and increase learning
performance. Online tools such as
MS Forms, Zoom poll, Traffic Lights
and Microsoft Teams Chat are some of
the established feedback mechanisms
used.

Similarly, the Think-Share exercise is
one effective method of active learning.
Students are prompted to reflect on a

particular topic or question for a given
period of time and are then asked to
share how they reached a solution using
videos, photos or by mere explanation of
the concept/answer to peers or to the
class. This practice gives students a
more active role in their own learning,
hence, giving them a sense of
ownership, achievement, as well as
responsibility in their work.

Traffic Light is a type of formative
assessment used to check if students
can apply (actually “do”) a concept/idea.
The teacher poses a question, and the
students respond by presenting either a
red, yellow, or green sticky dot, each
color representing a certain level of
degree of understanding about the topic
or question.
Poll, an active learning tool within Zoom
and MS Form, is used for students’
engagement.

23
Bukit Sion Bulletin

Secondary

Teachers conduct a real-time survey to
check students’ understanding and/or
gather views on a particular topic.

Chat in Microsoft Teams is a very useful
feature for core messaging. Teachers
and students can easily chat, call, screen
share, and cull/share information using
this feature. It is the highly used feedback
tool as it provides the fastest response.
Through feedback, combined with
frequent formative assessments, teachers
can immediately gauge where students are
excelling or where more effort is needed.
Adjustments on teaching pace may
happen during the rest of the class
period, or the following day based on the
learners’ given results.

steps in implementing online/distance
learning solutions, such as upgrading
facilities, training with current technology,
providing guidelines for teachers and
students, offering interactive multimedia
materials in line with the current
curriculum and ensuring an effective and
on-time evaluation system. Remarkably,
the online mathematics classes and other
subjects at Bukit Sion Blue Campus have
been running smoothly for nearly a year.
The rerouting of teaching-learning
trajectories in Mathematics prompts a
renewed and lasting interest in developing
curriculum and collaborative educationaltechnological platforms resilient to shifts,
making it a more feasible and sustainable
mathematics education system at present
and eventually, in the years ahead.

The COVID-19 pandemic has drastically
impacted education in many schools, within
Indonesia and abroad. At Bukit Sion, we are
leveraging all resources and taking clear
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“LET’S NOT FLATTEN THE CURVE”
by Mr Arman

I

		It was on a morning sometime in March
		 last year when the principals huddled
		 the teachers and announced something
that impacted greatly on how we do things
in Bukit Sion: “We’re going online!”. Having
no time to prepare, due to the pandemic,
everyone was ushered to the “new normal”teachers, parents, and students alike.
Everyone struggled to adjust to the new
mode of teaching and learning. Teachers got
an on-the-spot upgrading on how to use the
new technologies to deliver their lessons.
Parents and students scampered to find
suitable devices to use for online classes,
and familiarising themselves with platforms
such as Zoom, MS Teams, Google Classroom
and Edmodo.

Inevitable Change
The first month was really tough, and
admittedly, the danger of sacrificing the
quality of how learners learn is real. The
learning curve of learners - the rate in which
they acquire learning (Cambridge Dictionary,
2021); is on the verge of becoming “flat”.
Something needs to be done to prevent it
from going plateau, or at least to minimise
the negative impact of the sudden shift to
online learning. Learning should still go on
even in the middle of a pandemic.

essential element, the “creative approach”
is not anymore, an option but a necessity.
Teachers must respond to the changing
needs of students throughout a lesson, adapt
to manage unexpected situations relating to
student behaviour, and make adjustments to
their teaching plans when timetable changes
occur (Collie & Martin, 2016).
In teaching her class, Ms. Kate (Chemistry),
had to adjust the pacing of her lessons. She
realised
that
students’
learning
environments had changed drastically. Mr.
Albert (Physics), Ms. Karla (Chemistry), and
Ms. Eileen (Biology), all shared that they had
to spend significant amount of time looking
for instructional videos to supplement their
teaching. Other teachers are doing the same
thing- adjusting the pace, and making use of
available online videos, and also learning
how to use other online apps. Ms. Joy-Shee
(Psychology) also shared how she spent
more time researching online, in search for
creative activities, as she modifies her lesson
plans to suit online learning.

The forceful push towards handling virtual
classrooms was truly not a walk in the park
but teachers in Bukit Sion willingly took
the challenge with a clear mission in mind,
to provide an online environment where
Teachers, then, found themselves looking learning happens effectively. They equipped
for more creative approaches in delivering and prepared themselves. Some even
overseas
hosted
webinars
lesson materials. In teaching Science attended
subjects, where laboratory activity is an scheduled late at night or very early in the
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morning in an effort to seek help in adapting.
Exchanging notes among teachers on how to
use a particular app was also very helpful.
Almost all means were exhausted in the
hopes of acquiring a more effective tool or
method that would be supportive to the
learning process.

games, or opening Netflix while doing
Zoom is very real among students. Without
someone physically watching them, students
tend to multi-task by being in the social
media, playing online games, or texting while
simultaneously doing the lesson in Zoom.
Keeping the students’ focus is another area
that teachers have to deal with. According to
Adam Gorlick (Stanford Report, 2009) people

click to see the video

Fine-tuning the system
Gathering the tools needed is one thing, using
it effectively is another. One major problem
that came up was the students’ reception to
the new routines in online learning. Before
the pandemic, most students had been used
to staying in front of their desktops or laptops
playing games. Some of them were in the
habit of watching online- streamed films after
school. The idea of having their device as a
“classroom with a teacher” was unthinkable,
at first. The temptation of playing online

click to see the video

who are regularly bombarded with several
streams of electronic information do not pay
attention, control their memory or switch
from one job to another as well as those
who prefer to complete one task at a time,
a group of Stanford researchers has found.
And this is what’s happening to our students,
especially when they’re doing online learning
alone at home.
Next page ...
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students to collaborate through
discussions or sharing of ideas. Ms.
Bella (Chemistry) sourced Edpuzzle
videos for their class discussions.
Other platforms like Nearpod,
Mentimeter, PhET are significant in
keeping the students’ interest and
at the same time help them enjoy
the learning process.
On the students’ side, it’s not easy
to develop the necessary discipline.
This “new normal” demands and
pushes them to be more responsible
in developing self-determination
to help their learning skills, and
most of them have to do it far from
anyone’s supervision.
We also cannot ignore the fact that
our students are on the receiving end
of the physical and psychological
To encourage active learning and participation
among students, Ms. Raya (Physics) does
her lesson in a high-energy presentation and
even animating her voice. She also applies
the DAR (Discuss, Assess, Rediscuss)
method to make sure students understand
the lesson before moving to another topic.
Mr. Wendy (Physics) uses online simulation
applets and questions that elicits higher
order thinking skills among students. Zoom
breakout rooms were also used enabling

effect that online learning has brought. As
Dr. Rajendra Reddy(2020) shared, “Children
attending online classes at home are not
bound to have classroom professionalism.
Hence, their physical health is deteriorating,
too, in many aspects.” In our desire to create
a positive learning curve for our students,
from the perspectives of both parent and
teacher; a collaborative effort must be put
in place by all - teachers, students, and
parents. These three parties must work
hand-in-hand to reach the collective goal.
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“LET’S NOT FLATTEN THE CURVE”
Teachers cannot do it alone even if they
exhaust all effort to prepare the best lessons
that they can deliver. Students cannot do
it alone, either. And if parents will not get
involved, even in some small ways, there is
a higher risk that students will not be able
to gain positively from online learning. As
parents are also tied up with work, most
are unable to provide significant time to
assist their children when it comes to
their academics. OECD, the international
organisation that conducts the Programme
for International Student Assessment
(known as PISA), released a paper entitled
“Parental Involvement in Selected PISA
Countries” (Borgonovi & Montt, 2012).
Though the scope of the paper’s research
questionnaire excludes Indonesia, yet some
findings are basically applicable here. One of
their findings is that, “academically-oriented
home-based parental involvement can take
the form of parents helping their children
with homework, or talking more broadly
about how the child is doing in school…
parents who talk to their children about
school and discuss how they are doing in
school not only supervise their children’s
school lives, but also signal the importance
of succeeding in school.”

impact on students. Let us then, teachers,
students, and parents, keep our focus and
collaborate to keep our students learning
curve from going flat.
Lastly, with all of these that has been said,
let us not forget that all our efforts will be
worthless if we do things apart from GOD.
The apostle James, exhorted, “if any of you
lack wisdom, you should ask GOD, who gives
generously to all without finding fault...”. The
situation we are facing now is not an ordinary
one. It is only through the help of GOD that
we can weather the storm and the winds that
this pandemic has brought.

Thus, for parents, spending even just a small
amount of time everyday will have a positive
Borgonovi, F. & Montt, G. (2012). Parental Involvement in Selected PISA Countries and Economies. OECD
Education Working Papers, 73. https://doi.org/10.1787/5k990rk0jsjj-en, paragraph 32.
Cambridge Dictionary (ND) retrieved from: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/learning-curve
Collie and Martin (2020 April) “Teacher wellbeing during COVID 19” Retrieved from:
https://www.teachermagazine.com/au_en/articles/teacher-wellbeing-during-covid-19
Gorlick, A. (2009 August). Media multitaskers pay mental price, Stanford study shows. Stanford
Report, Retrieved from: https://news.stanford.edu/news/2009/august24/multitask-researchstudy-082409.html
James 1:5, The Holy Bible, NIV
Reddy, R (2020 October 12) Effects of Online Classes on Children’s Physical Health. Narayan Health. Retrieved
from: https://www.narayanahealth.org/blog/effect-of-online-classes-on-childrens-physical-health/
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Teacher professional
development/growth

D

		
ue to the COVID-19 pandemic, the way
		
we learn has changed considerably.
		
With schools closing down across the
globe, the result is by no means certain. The
unprecedented challenge is the emergence
of online learning. Teachers must now equip
themselves for remote learning, as they
embark on a professional development path
on digital platforms.

trainings offered by Cambridge. According
to their experience and needs, they would
have access to professional development
opportunities grouped under 3 (three)
different categories.

The aim of each training category is as
follows:
• Introductory Training
To get started with Cambridge programmes,
Our belief that effective teachers equal syllabuses and curriculum frameworks
effective learners follows
education
researcher John Hattie’s emphasis that • Extension Training
impactful teachers are “the single most To develop a deeper understanding of
powerful influence” (Hattie, 2003),” and that Cambridge programmes and qualifications
teachers’ needs for professional development
must be met, so that they are “optimised to • Enrichment Professional Development
have powerful and sensationally positive To transform classroom practice, raising
effects on the learner (Hattie, 2003).” We the quality of teaching and learning
know there is much to learn.
We ensure all teachers receive certification
On that account, high quality training from in one of the IGCSE primary and secondary
Cambridge International is vital to make school subjects. The selected training events
headway with teachers’ expertise, which will are carefully authored by Cambridge training
in turn result in improved learner outcomes. providers. We accommodate teachers not
Starting the year off right, the teachers
will engage in a number of different online
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(Cambridge online training)
by Mr Wendy Hartono

only in terms of prevailing skills but also
in developing key attributes, i.e. confident,
responsible, reflective, innovative, and
engaged. Henceforth, we present every
practicing teacher the Certificate as an
essential part of their professional life that
would in return consolidate our school’s
function/mission as a center of excellence
in teaching and learning. We can evermore
grow and see to it.
Hattie, J.A.C. (2003, October). Teachers make
a difference: What is the research evidence?
Paper presented at the Building Teacher
Quality: What does the research tell us ACER
Research Conference, Melbourne, Australia.
Retrieved from http://research.acer.edu.au/
research_conference_2003/4/

30
March 2021

preschool
activities

31
Bukit Sion Bulletin

preschool
activities

32
March 2021

preschool
activities

33
Bukit Sion Bulletin

preschool
activities

34
March 2021

Calendar

Preschool

Primary

35
Bukit Sion Bulletin

Calendar

MIDDLE SCHOOL
HIGH School

36
March 2021

School Update

Blue Campus

Red Campus
37
Bukit Sion Bulletin

Sekolah Bukit Sion
www.bukitsion.sch.id

Blue Campus
Taman Kebon Jeruk Interkon
Blok GA 1 Jakarta Barat
Telp. 021-58904181-83

Red Campus
Taman Kebon Jeruk Interkon
Blok G7 Jakarta Barat
Telp. 021-58904175-77

